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Dear Reader,

What an incredible year we are having! 2017 
continues to be filled to the brim with new 
challenges and exciting projects. We are 
grateful to be able to provide our support as 
part of teams recognized in the industry to be 
outstanding project award winners.  

As 2017 winds to a close, I want to extend 
my gratitude to our staff, clients, friends and 
families for their continued support. Wishing 
you and your family the very best this holiday 
season and cheers to another amazing year!

Happy Holidays!

Best Regards,

Matthew E. Hilbush, P.E.                                 
President & Founder

MAINSTAY EMPLOYEES

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
MEET MIKE CANALLEY, P.E. | SENIOR STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AT MAINSTAY?  My role is two-fold:

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO BECOME AN ENGINEER?  I knew, rather early on, I wanted a career in or around the construction industry. I grew up working in 
the construction industry for my father and really enjoyed it. The truth is that laboring in the hot sun and some advice from an electrician I worked with 
helped me make my decision. He used to tell me, “It’s better to get paid from the neck up rather than the neck down”. He was right. As an engineer I’m still 
figuring out how to build things….only now I do it in the air conditioning with a pencil rather than in the hot sun with a hammer.
HOW DID YOU FIRST LEARN ABOUT MAINSTAY?  I first got to know our principal, Matt Hilbush, when we were randomly paired together in a golf event. In 
talking we found that we were both structural engineers which was rare (in 27 years of playing golf, Matt is the ONLY structural engineer I’ve been randomly 
paired with). We talked throughout the round about various things, including Matt’s history in starting Mainstay.
HOW HAS MAINSTAY HELPED YOU IN YOUR CAREER DEVELOPMENT?  Coming to work at Mainstay has put me in a senior position where I’m able to mentor 
young engineers coming into the industry. The nature of having to explain engineering concepts to another engineer is that it forces you to have a better 
handle on those concepts yourself, making you better along the way.
WHAT IS THE FAVORITE PART ABOUT WORKING FOR MAINSTAY?  Without question, it’s the family atmosphere. We all work hard, we all work towards the 
same goals, and we all help each other out. The math and engineering are the same in every office, it’s really the atmosphere and people you work with 
that make the difference.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE PROJECT AT MAINSTAY?  Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission -Temporary Utility Project. We helped our client design a 
temporary overhead utility line as part of a larger Hurricane Sandy recovery project. Why was a structural engineer needed to design utility poles? Because 
it was a very unique situation where the poles had to carry larger diameter and WAY more cables than normal. A normal utility pole you see on the side of 
the road might have 4 or 6 cables on it, this project had sections where a single pole had to carry 56 cables!
WHAT ARE 3 WORDS TO DESCRIBE MAINSTAY?  Family, Dedicated, Proud.

PLEASE VISIT OUR REDESIGNED WEBSITE! - www.megr.com
We are excited to announce the launch of our updated website. Highlights include improved browsing capabilities of our services, industries, and projects.

The website boasts a clean design and intuitive and consistent site-wide navigation system that directs you to the information most relevant to you. It is also 
fully responsive with mobile devices, making it easy to navigate on a wide range of web browsers and portable devices.

Going forward, we will continue to communicate regularly through our News page providing updates on new projects we are involved in, any changes within 
the company, and anything else we think it is important to share.

Our goal is to make the new website faster, easier to navigate, and more user-friendly. For any questions, suggestion, feedback or comments, please call Jill 
Clark at 215-646-5595 ext 103.

2017 CORPORATE 
FUNRUN
In Support of Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society

CRAZY AARON’S 
PUTTYWORLD 
RIBBON CUTTING
Norristown, PA | 10.13.17

WE ARE PROUD TO BE 
PARTICIPATING IN OUR 
LOCAL DRIVE FOR THE 9TH 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Children are one of our nation’s most valuable 
resources. Today’s children are tomorrow’s 
leaders – civic, business and social. Alarmingly, 
approximately 13 million America children 
live in poverty. Studies reveal that growing up 
in poverty can have an adverse psychological 
impact on a child. 

While fast-tracked projects have become the norm, the $42-million design-build reconstruction of Biogen’s biopharmaceutical manufacturing plant carried extra implications for the project team. As the 
capacity upgrade project would force a 14-week plant shutdown, any delays could result in a loss of pharmaceutical products, posing a risk to patients living with serious diseases.
After 18 months of collaborative planning using a variety of project management tools, the team developed a strategy for achieving the formidable schedule milestones without compromising quality or 
worker safety.

CLICK HERE FOR ENR ARTICLE

What is the Certified Safety Professional (CSP) Certificate?
The Certified Safety Professional (CSP) is a certification offered by the Board of Certified Safety Professionals (BCSP) which carries worldwide recognition. 
The certification is the gold standard of the safety profession and is awarded to individuals who have met rigorous educational, experience and examination 
requirements in the field of preventing harm to individuals in the workplace environment. 

RYAN, WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE THIS CERTIFICATION?
There are numerous reasons that I decided to pursue CSP certification. Most importantly is my belief that my training and continued professional experience 
in building design has placed me in a strong position to provide valuable services to our clients when it comes to maintaining a safe and healthful workplace. 
I believe that this certification reinforces my commitment to helping our clients achieve their health and safety goals.

I am also a firm believer in continual personal and professional improvement. I have learned a lot throughout the process of obtaining this certification and 
feel that I can deliver a more valuable product to our clients because of this.

RYAN, WHAT SURPRISED YOU ABOUT THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS?
Most of my safety related work has been specific to working at height hazards- active fall protection systems, access structures, walking-working surfaces, 
etc. Although I always knew that I was only seeing the tip of the iceberg in regards to the health and safety world, I was surprised at the breadth of 
knowledge that is expected of a safety professional. I feel that I am better equipped to look at all projects, whether safety driven or not, more holistically 
and with stronger consideration to an owner’s need to manage an overall safety program. 

RYAN, WHAT ARE FOUR OF YOUR CHARACTER TRAITS THAT STRONGLY TRANSLATE INTO SAFETY AND HEALTH?

CONGRATULATIONS TO RYAN FIRKSER, P.E., S.E., CSP 
FOR OBTAINING ONE OF THE SAFETY INDUSTRY’S TOP CERTIFICATIONS!

MAINSTAY FAMILY DAY | ADVENTURE AQUARIUM

BIOGEN LSM 3X CAPACITY UPGRADES PROJECT WINS 
THE ENR 2017 MANUFACTURING BEST PROJECT AND SAFETY AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

• I fill the role of a Project Engineer responsible for design and documentation of project work (mostly larger or complex building 
additions).

• I also fill the role of mentor or educator to our young engineers. So much of our profession is not learned in school, but is learned on 
the job from experienced engineers who have “been there and done that”. It is an important job that I don’t take lightly.
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ETHICS

PRECISION

DEDICATION

COMMITMENT

Hold paramount the safety, health and protection of 
people, the environment and property

Have strong attention to detail, ability to dissect the 
built environment and work tasks, thorough hazard 

analysis and reasonable risk reduction

Seek continued training and remain aligned with 
the latest regulatory requirements and industry 

best practices

Focus on strengthening a client’s overall program 
and reduce risk exposure by committing to 

their team’s business and safety goals


